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portation for passengers and mail. These excellent facilities favor trade
and communication, and have played their part in French commercial
and cultural greatness.

INTERNATIONAL COMMERCE

France is well situated for international trade both by land and by
sea. In spite of this advantage, foreign commerce is less well developed
than in many neighboring countries. This is due to numerous causes,
among the most important of which are a scarcity of good harbors, the
comparatively late development of manufacturing, and the unusually
well-balanced economic set-up of the country itself. This makes it less
dependent upon outside areas than is the case with most western Euro-
pean nations. While in total foreign trade France is considerably ex-
ceeded by both the United Kingdom and Germany, in per capita trade
it is approximately equal to Germany.

TABLE 77

SOURCES OF FRENCH IMPORTS

(percentage of total)
(TL S. Department of Commerce)

Country
	Percentage of Total Imports
		
	1913
	1926-1930
	i93i

United States ..........
	10.7 12.7 13-2 6.6 3-9 4-4 48.5
	12.3
 10.4 10.4 7-6 5-2 3-9 50.2
	9.0
 14.5 8.8 8.6 8.1
 3-4 47-6

Germany ............
			
United Kingdom .........
			
Belgium. ............. ....
			
Algeria ..................
			
Argentina  ..... * ........
			
All others ...............
			
Total ...............
			
	100. 0
	100. 0
	100. 0


			
Today the foreign trade of France exhibits the characteristics of
an industrialized nation. Industrial raw materials and foods make up
85 per cent of all imports, while manufactured goods form 62 per cent
of all exports. Raw wool, raw cotton, coal, wheat and wine are the
leading import items, and silk and cotton fabrics, iron and steel, and
wool textiles are the most important exports. Recently there has been
an increasingly large import balance which is normally counterbalanced
by tourist expenditures and the return from foreign investments.